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Cameroon students gain Internet power

with TICAD support

Friday, 11 July, 2003

Students at the University of Yaoundé in Cameroon

now have easy access to the wealth of information

on the internet thanks to a project funded by the

Tokyo International Conference on African

development (TICAD) IT Initiative. UNDP helped

arrange the project, managed by the Cisco

Networking Academy Programme at the University. 

Until recently, students had few computers and an

unreliable phone line to connect to the Internet,

making it difficult to keep abreast of developments in

their fields. The project provided fast access via

wireless link to the Internet and additional computer

terminals.

The initiative covers several countries in the region,

including Nigeria, Tanzania and Zambia, helping

close the digital divide and improve the regulatory

framework for ICT development. 

In Cameroon, it supports the formulation of a national

information and communications technology (ICT)

policy, strengthening of human and institutional ICT

capacity, and enabling private sector to maximize

business opportunities offered by ICT for increased

South-South cooperation.

“The TICAD IT Initiative covers priorities ranging from

technical support to the Government to creating an

enabling environment for the UNDP country

programme,” said Patricia De Mowbray. UN Resident

Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative.

The initiative plans to establish other wireless

connections at educational centres around

Cameroon and in neighbouring countries through the

Cisco Networking Academy with UNDP support, she

noted.

The Cisco Networking Academy, established in 2001

with support from the initiative and UNDP, includes

five certified instructors who provide training for about

100 students. A bachelor’s degree is required for

enrolment. The academy provides an eight-month

training course for graduate students and a six-month

course for professionals. Students completing the

programme earn a Cisco Certified Network Associate

diploma and are prepared for jobs in the private and

public sectors.

Students participating 

in a workshop at the Cisco

Networking Academy
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“We are gaining recognition as a regional centre

providing high-level training in networking, web design

and office tools,” said Professor Gabriel Nguetseng,

director of the academy.

“These activities are a reflection of UNDP’s ongoing

support for technical cooperation in Cameroon,” said

UNDP Associate Administrator Zéphirin Diabré, who

visited the academy during a recent mission to

Cameroon. “UNDP is keen to explore ways and means

of improving the ICT development in the country,” he

said.

At the third TICAD regional consultation for West and

Central African countries, in Yaoundé on 23-24 June, Mr.

Diabré expressed gratitude to the Japanese

Government for its support for African development,

noting that the common objectives of TICAD and the

New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), an

initiative by African leaders, provide an opportunity for

sider South-South cooperation.

He also called for reinforcing UNDP activities carried out

in cooperation with TICAD, including development of

New Rice for Africa (NERICA), the Africa-Asia Business

Forum, the TICAD IT Initiative and the TICAD Volunteers

programme.

About 200 delegates representing governments, civil

society groups and international organizations attended

the meeting. They discussed the region’s development

priorities, including conflict resolution and peace and

infrastructure development, in the run-up to TICAD III,

scheduled for 29 September - 1 October in Tokyo.

For further information please contact Peter Ngu

Tayong, UNDP Cameroon, or Nicholas Gouede, UNDP

Communications Office.
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